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Greetings to our partners, collaborators, and investors! 
 

 

 

November – the Month of Reflection 
 

Veterans Day is a day set aside to give 
thanks to honorable men and women 
who have sacrificed for the very existence 
of our country. 
 
November has always been known as the 
month of reflection tied to yearend and 
the Thanksgiving holiday.  It’s a time to be 
thankful for family and friends and all that 
we’ve been blessed with over the year.   

 
I take this time to express to you how thankful I am for the opportunity to work with 
each of you.  There are too many of you to mention who have helped us accomplish 
our goals and beyond.  Thank you for supporting me in my role, thank you to our 
investors and partner organizations, and thank you to those who share your time and 
talent creating incredible opportunities through economic development and 
workforce development in Preble County.   
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Brenda 
Economic Development Director, PCDP 

 
 

A New Hotel will Impact our Rural Community 

Those of us who live and work in rural areas are familiar with the perception of 
leakage.  Leakage may apply to various sectors such as food, retail or lodging.  The 
general idea remains that people leave our communities to transact business in the 
nearest community while revenues and profits are perhaps leaving with them. Food 
for thought - see 4 possible impacts from hotel developments;  

 hotels can help small communities re-capture lost revenues 

 provide support for local businesses, families and organizations, 

 provide meaningful local experiences and  

 can bring more dollars to our community.  
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Small Business Resource Rally! 

The Preble County Development Partnership and the City of Eaton partnered with the 
BusinessFirst! resource team to host the County’s first Small Business Resource Rally.  
The event was held at the Eaton Country Club.   

We began the morning with a small business 
panel which included Jim Simon (Simon 
Insurance Agency), Kelly McQueen (Opti-Vise 
IT) and Jared Springer (Flory Fabricators).  
Each panelist described their business, 
discussed opportunities, challenges, local 
resources that have been helpful in their 
growth, and the most effective tools they 
have found to help identify new customers. 

Some additional topics on the agenda were 
Preble County Library Resources for Business, the Small Business Development Center, 
OhioMeansJobs – Preble County, Miami Valley CTC, CountyCorp, SBA, and others. 

The event received exceptionally positive feedback from those in attendance.  Thank 
you panelists, BusinessFirst! and Preble County resource partners! 

 

Cargill to Build Non-Medicated Animal Feed Facility in Lewisburg 

The plant will cost $49.6 million to construct and will result in Cargill adding 12 new 
jobs.  When the company opens in 2019, it will be their only “fully non-medicated” 
animal feed plant in the U.S. 

Dean Barker, Director of Operations 
for Cargill’s premix and nutrition 
business stated, “As consumers 
prefer higher transparency in their 
food purchases and more antibiotic-
free choices, it will be critical that 
we are proactive in manufacturing 
our premixes and nutritional 
products efficiently, safely and with 
integrity.  There is an increase in 
food companies requiring 
medicated-free production facilities to assure a risk-free supply chain.  The 220,000 sf 
facility will also be able to produce custom blends requested by customers.” 

The new plant will complement their other Lewisburg facility which manufactures fully 
medicated animal feed. 
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Highlights of Preble County and Partnership Activity 

 

National Trail hosts college and career day 
for county students. The businesses in 
attendance range from manufacturers to 
banks, lawyers, chiropractors along with 
approximately 25 colleges and military. 

 

 
TimkenSteel celebrates its $8.98 Million 
reinvestment project! The facility provides 
precision steel components to automotive 
and industrial customers.  This project 
added approximately a dozen new jobs. 
 

 
 
Ashley Miller, new owner of Flory Fabricators 
in Eldorado since March, 2017 looks forward to 
continued growth in Preble County. The 
company specializes in structural, sheet metal 
and pipe welding and much more. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Safari Junction, Home of Valley Exotics 
Zoo – Thank you for hosting the Business 
after Hours at your place. What a great 
event and such an awesome place to 
take your family! 
 
 
 
 
 

Preble County is “Open for Business”! 
 

  

 
Preble County Development Partnership Mission: 

To advance, encourage and promote the industrial, commercial and civic development  
of Preble County 


